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Gute weiss-blaue Fahrt, 
John “Hans” Ackerman 
President

Peering out my window on this typical, fall day in 
Frankfort, Kentucky, I watch the rain accumulating on the wind-
shield of my 325i. It was not but a short time ago that I was some 
place sunny and warm, leaning against a barrier with a friend 
watching a camouflaged, new Z4 M coupe leading a pack of BMW 
prototypes pass us every eight-minutes or so. That place was the 
Nürburgring, and the reason for my visit to Germany was the 
European Delivery of my mother’s new 530xiT.

Do yourself a favor, folks. The next new BMW you acquire, 
select the European Delivery program. If you can, plan to ar-
rive in September for several reasons. First, Germany’s weather 
in September can be very nice. Second, Oktoberfest happens in 
Munich in September (trivia: it’s always in September and only 
in Munich). And third, there is no better place to experience your 
new car (short of the track) than Germany. Trust me. As an added 
bonus, every two years the largest car show in the world is held in 
Frankfurt during this time.

If you’ve read a Roundel in the past few years, you’ve likely read 
about European Delivery and members’ experiences with the pro-
gram, thus I won’t bore you with repetition; rather I will list the 
highlights of my trip:

• Travel with a friend in the Service. I was joined on this trip by 
fellow Bimmerphile Bryan Hoffmann from Cincinnati, who is a 
reservist in the Navy. As a serviceman, he is able to utilize hotels 
on military bases situated throughout the world, thus we ended 
up seeking an Army base near Schweinfurt at 11:30 PM. After sev-
eral wrong turns we saw the blinking, blue beacon atop an MP’s 
Ford Explorer and asked for directions to the Bradley Inn. “You 
guys are really close. We’re heading there right now. If you want, 
you can follow our armored convoy,” he said as he pointed behind 
him, “but, it may take us 30 minutes.” Sure enough, I had placed 
mom’s new car directly in front of a 67-ton M1A1 Abrams – no 
wait, that would be ten M1A1 Abrams tanks! And follow we did …

• Visiting the Frankfurt Auto Show is best done on a weekday 
in the afternoon. We were able to get fairly close to the stunning 
new Z4 Coupe, as well as Porsche models who, deep-down, are 
really BMW-fans.

• While you will not be able to drive your new BMW on the 
Nürburgring, you should definitely make this a destination. 
During the week, car companies use the Ring for testing, and you 
will no doubt see many prototypes. We saw everything from the 
aforementioned Z4 M coupe to the new X5 and the new 3 Series 
coupe and convertible, in addition to new Porsches, Lamborghinis, 
Mercedes, and even a new Jeep, which broke-down right in front 
of us. Check out bluegrassbimmers.org for pictures.

• The best roads in Germany are not the Autobahnen, rather 
the smaller highways. We spent the better part of a day driving 
Germany’s back-roads from Nürburg to Gehrden, a beautiful vil-
lage near Paderborn. It’s on these roads where Germany’s beauty, 
charm, and charisma can be found, as well as where you can get 
in touch with your new car.

• Thank your mom for letting you pick up her new car. Ganz 
schönen Dank Mom!

So Schön ist Deutschland
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New Members

Bo Bell .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2003 X5
Gwen Brannick  .   .   .   .   .   .  Louisville
Michael Burke .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Union  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1998 540i
Jeremy Robert Christ  .  .  .   Prospect .  .  .  .  .  .       2006 M3
Hollis Clark .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Murray .  .  .  .  .  .  .        2005 X5
Paul E. Dorenkemper .  .  .   Dover
Tara Duff .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Prospect
Gerilyn Elliott .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Mayfield .  .  .  .  .  .       2005 Z4
Robert Garey .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2005 X5
Robert Garriott  .   .   .   .   .   .  Ft Mitchell .  .  .  .  .      2006 330i
Bob Grider  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Louisville  .   .   .   .   .   . 1971 2002
George Hannah  .  .  .  .  .  .      Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2006 325
Darrell L. House  .  .  .  .  .  .      Louisville  .   .   .   .   .   . 2001 325i
Perry E. Hudgins .  .  .  .  .  .     Grayson  .  .  .  .  .  .       1994 325i
Chuck Jones  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Murray .  .  .  .  .  .  .        2006 X5
Kenneth Katterjohn .  .  .  .   Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2006 525i

Robert Lesson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Radcliff
Matthew Jordan Lyons .  .  Bowling Green  .  .   2001 740i
Kelly McDonald  .  .  .  .  .  .      Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2001 325i
Leslie McKinney .  .  .  .  .  .      Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2006 325
Ashley McMilllian .  .  .  .  .     Newport .  .  .  .  .  .       2006 325
Wayne Rice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Grand Rivers  .   .   .   . 2005 X5
Lee Rich  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Burlington
Bobbi Jo Russell .  .  .  .  .  .      Lexington
Todd Matthew Russell  .   .  Lexington  .  .  .  .  .      2000 328i
Steven Santapoala .   .   .   .  Louisville
Chris Schraff  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Lexington  .  .  .  .  .      1994 530i
Randall Scott  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Barlow .  .  .  .  .  .  .        2005 Z4
Eric Small .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2005 X5
Mike Smith .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Paducah .  .  .  .  .  .       2006 330i
Bill Wheeler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Marion .  .  .  .  .  .  .        2006 325i
Jeff Yoder .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Prospect .  .  .  .  .  .       2003 M3Cic

1,014 Existing members
32 New members

1,046 Total

bluegrassbimmers.org
Visit the website often for an up-to-date 
events calendar, photos from past events, 
archived newsletters, classifieds, and more!

Bluegrass Bimmers Yahoo! Group
Join this group to receive chapter news 
and reminders of upcoming events. 
Sign up at groups.yahoo.com/group/
bluegrassbimmers/

Bluegrass Bimmers Chat 
Yahoo! Group
This is the place to shoot the breeze with 
your fellow Bluegrass members between 
monthly meetings. Request help with re-
pairs, organize spontaneous get-togeth-
ers, or discuss whatever comes to mind. 
Sign up at groups.yahoo.com/group/
bgbimmerschat/

Pferdestärke welcomes submissions! Send your story, photograph, or comments to editor@bluegrassbimmers.org.

Bluegrass Bimmers has long sup-
ported The Cabbage Patch in Louisville as 
one of its official charities. “The Patch” is a 
local charity that seeks to break the cycle 
of poverty for deserving at-risk inner-city 
youth through its Educational Opportunities 
scholarship program. They believe that ed-
ucation is a cornerstone to building a pro-
ductive, successful life. And you can help, 

and have fun showing your BMW colors 
with a unique wristband. We have a sup-
ply of “DRIVE” bracelets that are being sold 
by the chapter to raise funds for this wor-
thy cause. Three for $10 postage paid, or $3 
each at club meetings and events. While 
supplies last. Send check for $10 payable to 
Bluegrass Bimmers, PO Box 4575, Louisville, 
Kentucky, 40204.

“Drive” for the Cabbage Patch

Destinations

Have some artistic talent? 
Tired of our current chapter logo? Then sub-
mit your idea for a new logo in the first-ever 
Bluegrass Bimmers Logo Contest, and you 
could win weeks of fame and prestige, fol-
lowed by months of fascination and inter-
est, and ending in years of indifference and 
obscurity! Hey, the limelight is fun while it 
lasts!

Submit your design by email to logo@
bluegrassbimmers.org or by snail-mail to 
Logo Contest, Bluegrass Bimmers, PO Box 
4575, Louisville, Kentucky, 40204. Entries 
must be received by January 31, 2005.

So grab your crayons, mouse, or Wacom 
tablet, and get cracking! Full details are 
available at bluegrassbimmers.org.

Logo Contest
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MOTORSPORTS
OF LEXINGTON, LTD

Factory Trained Technicians
Dedicated To Service Excellence

BMW

VW VOLVO

AUDI

1044 W HIGH ST • 259-2801

Bluegrass Bimmers 2006 Ballot

President

	 John Ackerman

	 __________________________________

Vice President

	 Bill Heumann

	 __________________________________

Secretary

	 Bob Lillie

	 __________________________________

Treasurer

	 Mike Burch

	 __________________________________

Louisville

Governor

	 Dave Arnold

	 __________________________________

Lieutenant Governor

	 Gary Nakasato

	 __________________________________

Lexington

Governor

	 Chip Singleton

	 __________________________________

Lieutenant Governor

	 Steve Wingate

	 __________________________________

Western Kentucky

Governor

	 Tom Christensen

	 __________________________________

Lieutenant Governor

	 __________________________________

Appointed Positions

Driving Events 
Coordinator
Kurt Resener

Membership 
Chair

Ingrid Korgemagi

Pferdestärke 
Editor

Steve W. Brewer

 
Webmaster

Open

Advertising 
Coordinator
Bill Heumann

	 I would like to volunteer to assist with events in 2006	

Name __________________________________    Member Number __________________

2006 Elections

Sharkfest ’06
It’s that time of year again. Time to start 
thinking about Sharkfest ’06. The dates 
are May 12–14, 2006. This year it’s going 
to be in Spartanburg, SC. This will be the 
fourth year for this event, and although it 
is an event primarily for the 6 Series cars, 
we encourage all Bimmers and owners to 
attend and join in all the fun. The website 
is www.bmwsharkfest.org. Check it out for 
more details. Hope to see ya there!

—Stephen Wingate

The 2005 Nominating Committee met at 
our annual planning meeting in November, 
2005, and nominated the slate of officers at 
left. Please indicate your choices, and re-
turn your ballot to Bluegrass Bimmers, PO 
Box 4575, Louisville, Kentucky, 40204 by 
December 27, 2005.

BMW is expanding its very successful North 
American M3 racing program. Begun in 
1995, BMW M3s have raced to more than 53 
wins in 108 races entered, primarily as a re-
sult of the efforts of BMW NA–supported 
BMW Team PTG. 

In 2006, two BMW Team PTG M3s will 
compete in the American Le Mans Series 
GT2 class, under the new S2 rules. BMW 
Team PTG competed in the American Le 
Mans Series from 1999 through 2001, as 
well as the 2003 Petit Le Mans. In BMW’s 
last full season of ALMS competition in 2001, 
BMW Team PTG won the Grand Prix of 
Portland and the Petit Le Mans as they com-
bined with BMW Motorsport to dominate 
the GT class and sweep the Manufacturer, 
Team, and Drivers titles.

All five of the BMW Team PTG M3s 
that combined to win 17 of 25 Grand 
American Rolex Sports Car Series GT class 
races in the last two seasons, including 
the 2004 Manufacturer, Team and Driver 
Championships, have been sold to two pri-
vate teams that will continue to race in that 
series. BMW Team PTG will provide tech-
nical support and BMW will enhance its 
privateer contingency program to support 
this effort. In 2005, more than $70,000 was 
awarded to privately entered BMW racers 
in the Rolex and Grand-Am Cup Series.

The 2006 American Le Mans Series starts 
at the 12 Hours of Sebring on March 18.

BMW Back in ALMS
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With all the stress that comes with 
the holidays, don’t you deserve 
a break and a night out on the 

town? And wouldn’t it be great if you could 
incorporate your love of Bimmers with 
a night out, and share that love with oth-
ers who feel the same way? We have the so-
lution! It’s time once again to put on your 
holiday fineries, perhaps pull on your le-
derhosen, and gather together with your 
fellow Bavarian aficionados for an evening 
of fun, friends, and elegant dining at the 
2005 Bluegrass Bimmers Holiday Party! 
Following last year’s tremendous party in 
Louisville hosted by the Heumanns, this 
year is Lexington’s turn to show its hospi-
tality. You are cordially invited to the annual 
party and a delicious dinner at Dudley’s 
Restaurant in Lexington!

The 2005 party will take place on Saturday, 
December 17. Drinks and appetizers will be 
served beginning at 6:30 pm, and the din-
ner will begin at 7:30 pm. We will be served 
a four-course dinner, and you may choose 
your main entrée from the following:
	•	G rilled or sautéed chicken breast
	•	 Pork tenderloin
	•	 Penne pasta with tomato cream sauce 

and shrimp
Dudley’s was named after the Dudley 

School, which opened in November, 1852, in 
a four-room house on the restaurant’s site. 
The existing building was erected in 1881, and 
four additional rooms were added in 1886. 
The school remained in use until the early 
’30s. Renovation on what is now Dudley 
Square started in 1979. Two of the origi-
nal classrooms were converted into a din-
ing room and bar, and Dudley’s Restaurant 
opened in 1981. A cocktail atmosphere is set 
by the 100-year-old antique bar.

Fantastic door prizes will be given to sev-
eral lucky winners – but you must attend to 
win! And if last year’s prizes are any indica-
tion, you won’t want to miss it!

We are requesting a minimum donation 
at the door of $10 per person, which will go 
directly to our local charity, the Cabbage 
Patch Settlement House. Where else can 
you enjoy such a lovely evening for so little, 
and benefit our charity at the same time?

Please RSVP with your entrée choice by 
December 10th to Dave Arnold at dave-a@
bluegrassbimmers.org. We look forward to 
seeing you there, lederhosen or not.

Happy Holidays!

2005 Holiday Party 

When	 Saturday, December 17, 2005	
Doors open at 6:30 pm	
Dinner begins at 7:30 pm

Where	 Dudley’s Restaurant	
380 South Mill Street	
Lexington, Kentucky	
859 / 252 1010

Cost	 $10 minimum donation 
requested per person

RSVP	 Dave Arnold at dave-a@
bluegrassbimmers.org. 
Remember to indicate your 
entrée choice!

DUDLEY’S
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Bluegrass Bimmers Host a National First
First Street Survival School for Teens in a Rural Area

by Tom Christensen

The 2005 Four Rivers Teen Street 
Survival School on June 2 in Murray, 
Kentucky, brought this effective car 

control event to teens that drive in an area 
of rural Kentucky with teen driver accident 
rates three times what they are in metro-
politan areas. Driving on a majority of rural, 
two-lane roads exposes teens in rural small 
city areas to drive on roads without shoul-
ders and only a four-inch strip of paint in 
the middle of the road separating on-com-
ing traffic.

Twenty teens from the Four Rivers area, 
including participants from Illinois, Indiana, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky, came ready to 
be aggressive in the classroom and on the 
course. A collective effort by coaches from 
the Bluegrass Bimmers and Memphis chap-
ters of the BMW CCA pooled talent to offer 
these teens the highlight of their summer.

Bluegrass Bimmers was honored by the 
BMW CCA Foundation to be chosen to of-
fer this event to a rural small city area. The 
event was supported by Teen Champion–
sponsor Bluegrass BMW of Paducah and 
Site Community–sponsor Murray State 
University. MSU’s football stadium parking 
lot was a quilt of traffic cones and a blur of 
cars all day long as the coaches put the stu-
dents through their paces, focusing on al-

lowing the students to repeat specific car 
control actions so as to make these life sav-
ing responses habitual to their driving style.

School-dean Bill Wade (can’t have an 
event without Bill?), who also serves as the 
regional Street Survival School coordina-
tor for the BMW CCA Foundation, was the 
chief instructor for the event to offer expert 
classroom instruction before the teens took 
to the course. The instructor staff included:
	•	 John Ackerman, Frankfort
	•	 Bill Heumann, Louisville
	•	 Sean Heumann, Louisville
	•	D ave Wise, Louisville
	•	T om Alves, Louisville/Henderson
	•	 Jerry Rhodes, Memphis, TN
	•	 Bill Salmonsen, Memphis, TN
	•	 Chris Cunningham, Paducah

These instructors sacrificed most of their 
first summer weekend to offer these teens a 
new lease on their driving lives. Their ded-
ication to helping these young drivers re-
act in the right way in those crucial tenths 
of a second car-control situations will most 
likely save lives by their volunteer efforts.

A parent who attended with her son from 
Illinois realized just how soon the Street 
Survival skills might pay off with higher car-
control skills for her son.

“Our son drove us back to Illinois on the 
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interstate from the Street Survival School in 
a heavy rain storm with lots of trucks on the 
road. Neither he nor his father and I would 
have felt confident for him to do this safely 
without his new car control skills acquired 
at the school.”

The support of community leaders, 
parents, teen advocates, and Bluegrass 
Bimmers members in the Four Rivers area 
was tremendous. A team of these individ-
uals came together to serve as 2005 Four 
Rivers Street Survival School Coordinators 
with a common goal to create this first, suc-
cessful event to establish the school as a 
regular offering to area teens. The event co-
ordinators included:
	•	D arren Samborski and Brian Beisel,  

course stewards
	•	 Kathryn Harper, communications and 

marketing
	•	 Jack Butler, sponsorship coordinator 

(Bluegrass member)
	•	 Chris and Haley Cunningham,  hospital-

ity coordinators (Bluegrass members)
	•	W ayne Harper, Murray State site liaison
	•	 Van Johnson, Teen Champion spon-

sor liaison (Bluegrass BMW of Paducah, 
Bluegrass member)

	•	T om Christensen, Four Rivers TSS coor-
dinator (Bluegrass member)

The Four Rivers School Team learned 
many lessons for this inaugural event:
	1	D o not schedule the event on the National 

ACT Testing Day for high school teens 
(rookie mistake).

	2	O ur fellow BMW CCA members in 

other chapters are eager to help Bluegrass 
Bimmers with a Street Survival event in 
western Kentucky.

	3	 The teens and parents of the Four Rivers 
area are emphatic about wanting a Street 
Survival School next year! (June 3 is on 
the calendar for the MSU site – not the 
ACT Saturday.)

The Alternative to High Prices

Repairing Fine German and
Other Imported Cars

Complete Parts Department

BMW CCA Discount Available

Also o�ering race car and
driving school preparation –
mild to wild

4612 Bittersweet Road, Louisville • (502) 964-8830 • Mon–Fri 7:30 am – 5:00 pm

Don Black’s
P E R F O R M A N C E  S P E C I A LT I E S

Don Black’s
P E R F O R M A N C E  S P E C I A LT I E S

“Oh yeah, I learned how 
to maneuver out of 

dangerous situations. This 
course will surely save 

my life some day, and the 
lives of the kids riding 

with me.”



Kalender Classifieds

Events are added, deleted, or changed with reckless abandon 
– sometimes just hours before they’re scheduled to occur. If you 
really want to know what’s going on, check the event calendar 
at bluegrassbimmers.org and join the Bluegrass Bimmers Yahoo! 
Groups (see page 3).

On the Cover
Dave Arnold leads a seemingly endless convoy (two 
cars) to Lexington during the first leg of the Backroads to 
Cumberland drive in September.
Photo by Christy Brewer.

Saturday, December 17�  6:30–9:30 pm
Holiday Party
Dudley’s Restaurant, 380 South Mill Street, 
Lexington. See page 5.

Tuesday, January 10�  7 pm
Lexington Meeting
TGI Friday’s, Pavillon Way, I-75 & Man O War

Tuesday, February 14�  7 pm
Louisville Meeting
Bluegrass Brewing Company, 
3929 Shelbyville Road

Tuesday, March 14�  7 pm
Lexington Meeting
TGI Friday’s, Pavillon Way, I-75 & Man O War

Saturday & Sunday, May 13–14
Bluegrass Bimmers Driving School
Putnam Park Road Course, Mt Meridian, IN

St
ev

e W
. B

re
w

er

1988 E28 M5. Black with natural interior, 138k miles, mint to 
very good outside, driver seat wear inside, perfect mechanically. 
Offered at $11,500. Help! Soon to lose garage space. Henry Burt, 
burtm5@bluegrass.net. Louisville.

1996 E36 328ic. Silver with grey leather interior, 113k miles, 5-
speed manual, factory aluminum hardtop, 2 owners, good condi-
tion, $9500. Bob Tatterson, 812 / 454 2812. Evansville, IN.

1994 E32 740iL. Oxford Green Metallic/Beige Leather, 125k miles, 
28k on BMW installed new engine and transmission, 6 disc CD, 
ABS, dual airbags, heated seats, thoroughly maintained (recent 
brakes, radiator, master cylinder, water pump, air flow meter), 
never wrecked, runs great, looks great. $9,000 OBO. Email for pics. 
859 / 905 4454, e30 @ fuse.net. Cincinnati, OH.

Parting 1998 M roadster (except: drivetrain including sus-
pension, instrumentation). Arctic silver. Have: new front fenders, 
good doors, mirrors, interior panels, dash, black top with all mo-
tors and switches, trunk, rear fenders, rear bumper, 3-spoke steer-
ing wheel, cup holder, 1 rear wheel, 1 front wheel, headlights, and 
seats. Email with needs; all is available separate or in a package. 
Prefer local pickup, but buyer will pay actual shipping if shipped. 
John Ackerman, 502 / 819 0935, hans@bluegrassbimmers.org. 
Frankfort.

4 18" Enkei Basketweave-Style Wheels for an E30. Black 
with a polished lip. Tires are no good. $200. John Ackerman, 
502 / 819 0935, hans@bluegrassbimmers.org. Frankfort.

Automatic transmission from a 1999 318ti. 80k 
miles. $400 OBO. John Ackerman, 502 / 819 0935, hans@
bluegrassbimmers.org. Frankfort.

Lap Time Reduction System. Add speed to your vehicle. 
Reduce your lap times with NO modifications to your car. Will not 
void warranty. Driver weight reduction. Used NordicTrack Pro. $100 
delivered within 50 miles of 40204. Bill Wade, 502 / 649 4871, 
bill.wade@gmail.com. Louisville.

Classifieds are free to members and appear in Pferdestärke and on bluegrassbimmers.org. Submit your ad on the website or via e‑mail to 
classifieds @ bluegrassbimmers.org.

We made it! Stymied by, um, “directions,” the group nevertheless managed to find its way to the Cumberland Falls State 
Resort Park, the endpoint of September’s Backroads to Cumberland journey.

Bluegrass Bimmers, Inc.
PO Box 4575
Louisville  KY  40204-0575
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